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The [Mus20 des Belles Aftes in Mexico Uity i3 one of the

examples of architecture of the Art Deco pericd, lavishly constructed
000ﬂ=“ fxi glass
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ibule atoped by a copper dong ol _whirh balconiecs project from R

marble staircase and form the entrances to a series of g largse rooums.
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Cnce the centre of cultural life in the city, the ageing bLuil:
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oned off iato providing recital soace for visiting foreizn
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pens
virtnosos and Puax allowing native painters to display their appallingly
dirivative work. Remarkably,several murala by Rivera and Qroczo sucvize
in splendour slongaide Lthese #&x decadent fn‘&dn;.p%h9 place is hushad;
should someone cough, the sound reverberates with ease apound the
inierio:.4ﬁuddenly from oulside, a flash,and momabts labter, a crack of
thunder. Torreantial rain beats on the copper and glass dome in a
fussilade of paresussion. The doors at the eatrance swing and slam as
pedestrians rush for shelter. Squeels, shouts and stamping

‘tna buaoxof tha
from the “,111 = 1raach up from the base of the bihilding as the tumult
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continu=s aogve.



Museum attendants are observed carryinz metal buckets up the stairs
to the upper floor. They place them, apparently randomly, around the
floor area and retreat in conceited coanfidence. The fury of the storm
soon relents and reduces to a steady dOhﬂﬂuleﬁ’h_ fir.t drop hits the

bottom of a bucket; then the next hits another; then the next, then

another, thea another, then another, as the rain bezins to sea2p through
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the glass and copper dom2 with 4y iwsssasisg rapidity. As
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the rain begins to receds, the sounds from the ensemble of unattended
i
escendo, creating complex rythems as each buckel's
T> THE Sc2E of TUTE poLe, {n e Rour.

respactive drip speeds up and slows down accor uLnJﬂz\ Beofre long the
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buckets begins to ¢

tone and revarberance a2 emitting from each buckat alters as it fills

with water which in tarn alters the sound of the recital as it echoes

round the buildin
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The rain gradually dies away and the sun streams through the windows;
=== sometime later, not long after the last drip has landed,the attendant.
ey, REMove Te Fuled BuckeTs.
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cles in Mexico have an adequate silencer; most engines
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ew large veh
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run most of the time at maximum revs; should a driver wish to protest
(for any reason), the musical range covered by the warning horns is
enormous. The only paople who are paid to live with this are the

police who, like most custodians in the M Americas, look, and freqguently
are, extremely aggressive. However, the Mexican police seem to have

¥xxz2ataikx created an ouklet for their frustrations =xith the help of
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their regulation issue psa-whistle. By placing the for:
supporting hand over the air vent of the whistle, the shape of the blast
can be altered by a few tones. In coordination with breath control and

tongulng then this simple tool is, with the many hours of practice a

traffic cop is givane, a musical instrument with a surprisinzly wide

rangs of exrvression.



The motorists, with their many hours of practice, have coma to

recogaise the various sings/signs that underline or emphasis the

precise intention of a particualr arm movement or stick swing. Thus
as the cop usa2s axx his body and one arm to give visual instruction,
the other arm and finger and whistle give an audible accompanyment
which intones bthe precision with which the moto ist must execute his
maneouvre. The subbtelties developed by the whistle players probably
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escape the rasidly dicacpescies moiorisa\but to the observing padest

the mood and improvisational stamina of the player can be studied and

appreciated, particularily towards the end of a tem-hour shift -~ the

raced agsression of the piercing, unmoving shriek, clipj
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ends - the amiable warble which flutters to£4 craescendo of, respeco
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nude&it before, having completed its instructional takk, departs o

of f on a path of pure and joyful fantasy before sin!
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maxzx¥ki accelarator pedals of the next line of waitnng traffic.



(D

/%? suburban section of the city. It is one in the morning and th
.streots are desertiéd and guiet but for the coantinuous and background
: e flwﬂ ; i
Pwn\S INEna/AU K drone ISUR the streets.
P rne ground trembles. A rumdble is detectad. An earth temor? A

i wave approaching ng the e=2t? Neardby tall buildings seem still
tidal wave approaching along the str ? Nearby tall buildin m still
k,\.lb o i i o x N = ) 1

~on tact. The sound from Fho groun rescandos an 1en es ke
P intac f & g d c c2ndos and then di lik
we-ana leaving to catch a taxis
a pascing underground train. A few days laterppanda2monium in the
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Raintrmirrre——a tha _nact _hlpck streast outside the hnuSu} Car enginas
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being revved madly, horns of varying hues being blasted, people
shouting up the qupque of stationary vehicles and being shouted back
V4
: N A
AZALN. ... T srokendown tram on ¥A& main city thoroughfare a block
away has halted all traffic in the vicintiyv. The pelice are playinz
EVanni
their pea-whistles as they direct, as best they can, the angry,rush-
/
hour crowd; a breakdown crew are frantically trying to repair an
overhead cable. There are no taxis. We wait, and watch. As they attempt
electric-
to hitch the tram's connector arm back onto the cuble/vivjd x;\blue
sparks lash back and forth with cuttingswishes and cracks. Like a
thunderstorm over a battlefleld the cacophony is enormous and desp-
erately people rush and scramble to hurry itghbate., Finally the line
is repaired and the first tram pulls excitadly away. #d (gzradually the
other trams stacked-up behi nd pick up spe2ed and pass by. The ground
trembles. The souhd of the passing tramsis heard through the feet.
few days later being rushed aloang a similar highway during the a=xkx
D&
continuous daytime zusltsiaxz bustley JiA:Ln sle-decker buofe have
automatic gearboxes which have the engines revving almost at maxinmum
for most of the journey and at any onec time on these eight-lane city

.
highways these buses almost outnumber the numerous taxis: b seems too

/7
that all the brakes are designed to work oa the rivets of the braka-shoes.
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A blind youth feels his way along the aisle of ers two pesos (sit-down)

18, as 1if searching for a seat. He stops abrupt and starts singing in
<}l R £ h piif t. H top bruptly i t : i
a loud but pleasaent baritone voicg/fbgﬁntky a rageged tune to which he
beats timaﬁwith his #eirn



white-painted aluminium stick on the fadoor of the bus. Vehicle and passan-

gers career down the highway to the next intersection halt; more
zet on as he continues with the vcrslfiz d song. Before

stop 15 reaached he halts as abruptly as he commenced and
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feeling his way arouad, makes a coin collection, and then alights.
an accordian slung round his
Momants later andsther blind-man is glimps.d on the street outsidi«éva
hisveqd inclinad to the sky, an empty eye-socket echoing the soundless

movements of his mouth; by his side an infant is clutching his coat,
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sing-b;
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holding out a tin® and gazing up with an open mouth at the people pas

The same mx suburban section of the city. It is one in the morninzg 4Az2aa

and the streets are deserted and quiet but for the continuocus bacikground

A shrill shriel pierces the surrounding residences and gardens of the
pleasant bourzecoise neighbourhood., No one moves,

Again the shrick, this time apparently closer. A child? A terrifiasd

woman? The street remains deserted.

At intervals of half a minute gy, the shriek is heard, somelimes louder

than before, sometimes xaxsxidikzkaxk softer and more distant - it seems to
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circle inexorably the entire area, sometimes ke fading from heariog

complately., K
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~ Over a period of several nights and throughout the darkness hours, this
contigues.
The shriek approaches again, its urgency and sense of forboding just as
insistent as on the first encounter, The low throb of an engine emarges
from the background drone and the dipped headlights of a car anproach

along the stre=t. A large, late'50's American model in gleaming condition
n

ges from the gloom, the driver's arm resting o the retfacted window
as he :uidzg% the car precisely along the centre of the road. His coapanion
leans out of the £z other retracted window. In his mouth he holds a

cops paa-whistle. As they pass, the player forms his cheeks into a balloon

and let goes a piercing bdlast.
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